





Table of Contents

Page # Content
5 The Producer
74 The Directoroés Cut
8 Screenwriter and Art Director
9 Audience Review
10 Foreign Locatiod Brunei
11 Foreign Locatiod Qatar
1 Critics6 Revi ews
12 Multicultural Festival
13 Dental Clinic Ad
14 Actors Theatre of Windsor Ad
14 Photo Shoot!
15 Blades of Glorg Ice Skating
15 Tubing all the way!
16 Winter ISO
16 Trainings

17 Best Movie of the Year Nominees






The Producer !

And so, another year comes to an end. And a
with it, my time with V.1.S.A. has as well. For
the experience of being with V.I.S.A. has been
a fine Wine: it has gotten better and better e
year. At the same time though, just like the Wi
have become older too!
This year, V.I.S.A. broke many frontiers. We n
have our own meeting place, in the baseme
Cody Hall in the International Student Cen
Renovating and painting flags on that wall wa
highlight of the year for us.
This was also a year of new events such as

UWindsor Amazing Race, which took place dur
Wi ndsor Wel come Week.
event were featured in the Windsor Star as well. "\

are hoping the UWindsor Amazing Race will be Pyiimuidu Livanage
part of V.I.S.A. tradition in the years to come. Coordinator

Being Coordinator for the past eight months has been an amazing experience for me. It has
been an experience full of learning, discovery and getting to know about myself and others.
It has taught me again and again, the core values on which V.I.S.A. is built upon: Friend-
ship, Imagination, Happiness, Perseverance, Adventure, Leadership, Diversity, Determina-
tion and Innovation. These are values which will be cherished by the incoming team for
20102011, and | am sure will be for many a year to come. | could write so much more
about my experiences with V.I.S.A., but this is a time for remembering and thanking peo-
ple and that is what | shall do.

We had 32 events in the 357 days, plus over 2000 volunteer hours and none of that would
have been possible without the dedication and hard work of the Executives. So, first and
foremost | would like to thank them. While all of them did a fantastic job, | would like to
especially thank my Assistant Coordinator, Lulua Mala and Executive for Events Vanessa
Sperduti for their unflinching support and friendship through the year.

| would also like to thank the volunteers who selflessly gave their hours to the betterment
of their fellow students as well. In addition, | would also like to thank the staff at the Inter-
national Student Centre and the Educational Development Centre for their support as well.
Finally, 1 wish the best of luck to the new Executive team for 200101. | have no doubts

that this team will be the best ever and as V.I.S.A. reaches thartversary of its
founding they will take us to even greater heights!

Good luck to everyone and thank you for your support and friendship through these last

three years!
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The Director's Cut

oln the end we are all separate: our stories, no
matter how similar, come to a fork and dive
We are drawn to each other because of our
similarities, but it is our differences we must le
to respecthi Anonymous

Every semester we come across new ideas,
people, and new beginnings. Each idea, individ
and beginning comes with a bout of exciteme
Just like everyone else, | met new people, m
new friends, networked with a lot of staff on ca
pus, and just had a wonderful time!

| have had a fabulous year being Assistant
Coordinator and have had the privilege of working Lulua Mala

with one of the best teams V.1.S.A. has ever sefiSSiStant Coordinator

Under the supervision and careful watch (LOL) of

Coordinator, Pumudu Liyanage, this year s
come up with so many new initiatives for the organization. I am proud to be associated
with a group like V.I.S.A. which does not only provide assistance for international students
regarding matters on volunteer opportunities or enhancing leadership skills but also to
encourage them to take an active role in the community at the University of Windsor.

We provided students with various training opportunities this semester and took students
forawonderful,fusf i | | ed day trip to St. Maryodos for

As the new team takes over in the Summer.
| encourage all students to be a par
V.I.S.A.

and to continue helping V.I.S.A. in int
grating

the experience of learning from the

Have a great Summer everyone!!!
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Screenwriter

AComing together, sharing toge
succeeding together. o | had r ¢
the web but | can now say that | truly understand the mean-

ing of this quote. Over the last year, | have worked with the
V.I.S.A. Executive Committee and the volunteers on differ-

ent tasks and one thing | have realised is that working to-

gether is the only way of achieving success and having fun

while achieving success would be the best recipe for a great

team.

| would especially like to thank my Associate, Avinesh and
= the other volunteers for assisting me make this newsletter.
Mahek Ajmera

| would like to dedicate this newsletter to our outgoing coordinator Pumudu for his leadership in
V.1.S.A. and keeping trust on his volunteers. | also dedicate it to the other Executive members who
are graduating this year. We will miss you.

AT1t Director

I am extremely grateful to all of our sponsors. Their support

- -
When | was told that | have to write few words describing
my experience being with V.I.S.A., a quote | read by - -
6Margaret Cartyd long ti m_J | Fily mi nc
quote says "The nice thing about teamwork is that you alf@™™ 2
ways have others on your - t full
the meaning of these profound words unless he/she has
been in a team. - ) -
Thanks to Volunteer International Students Assistance i S -
(V.L.S.A)), | fully understand and value this statement. Be-  AUINEeSHh Wadhwa
ing with V.I.S.A. instilled a sense of belongingness in m H H H

Associate, Publications

Publishing V.I.S.A. newsletter is always a re\v
many new people, +kving their experiences and understanding their thoughts. Then the part |
personally cherish the most that involves thir
garding the newsletterdéds theme, design and | a\)
Preparing this little booklet wasndét an easy

Mahek Ajmera, it surely was a joy ride.



Audience Review

““Your time at the University of Windsor is a lifetime changing experi-
ence, the best way to share this period of your life is to be surrounded
by good friends, VISA does that for you and more, they provide you
with the opportunity to learn and succeed in this new country.™

- Enrique Chacon, International Students Advisor
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“VISA...What a great way to meet others, have fun and do somethi
meaningful, all at the same time! Do yourself a favour and get in-
volved...you won't regret it. Make VISA part of your University of
Windsor experience! ™

- Nancy Steeves, Admission Officer

ssssecius

“"They may Forget what you said, but they will never forget how you
made them feel- Carl W. Buechner

Join my Facebook fan pageéSC Handsorvising Fan Page" to be
informed about Important Dates, Deadlines, and other advising infor-
mation.

- Lori Handsor, Program Advisor

“V.I.S.A.0 A great way to gain volunteer experience while expanding
your knowledge about different cultures.™

- Kelly Dagenais, Office Coordinato

“V.L.S.Ais a great social outlet for students to take a break from their
studies and gain experiences through volunteering and leisure activities.

- Vanessa Cain, International Assistant

-
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Foreign Location
-Brunei

i Brunei is a little country nestled i

'L\) /(} L4 between Malaysia on the island @
\\/& *xo A’SABAH/ Borneo. Right next to the Sout
,’*L/k BRUNEI (aaa) ~  China Sea, the coast line stretchg

Yy . ~  for miles. Further inland, the lus

- tropical rainforests cover the land
o L;é"’ w scape. With warm weather all ye
T round, you can lounge on the san
beaches or trek through the Junggllaron nnn vnng
KALMANTAN any time you feel like an adventure.
(indonesia) , . . :
Life in Brunei i s

full name: Brunei Darussalam, which means Abode of Peace. The deni-

f
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zens of Brunei are friendly and laid back. The majority of the people in
the country are Malay, indigenous to this region of the world.

What may come as a surprise to most people is that there are
no taxes in Brunei. Brunei is prosperous because it is ric/pm
natural resources of oil and gas. Oil and gas make up/
main bulk of export. This has enabled citizens to enjoy m:
benefits from free healthcare and education to low living
penses. -
Food come in many varieties and is very affordable. 'I s

huge selection of food comes from influences of neaw*"”‘ ‘!"""""“ D i

countries. Chinese, Malaysian and Indonesian cuisine
commonplace in Brunei. Local food is usually spicy and is ji
acquired taste. But once &
for life. Nasi Katok, laksandkolo meeare local food that isf*
simple but oh so delectable. If you ever swing by, they are
some of the food that you must try out.

As Brunei is a predominantly Muslim country, there are no local bars within the country. If you feel like

; ;’ "~ R

m.

partying, you can cross the border and head over to Malaysia. It is less than 2 hours drive from any point in

the country as the country is small in size.

For most people, Brunei is a refuge from the hustle and bustle of the modern world. It is a relic of simpler
times. Bruneians are kept up to speed of global events but life goes on as usual regardless of the turmoil of
the outside world. Brunei has a population size of less than 500,000 for a country that is about 2000 square
miles. This means that the country is very sparsely populated, made up of little towns with close knit com-

munities where everyone knows each other.

If you love the salty breeze of the sea and the wonders of
nature, Brunei is just up your alley. The friendly people
are a bonus. Feel free to drop by the next time you are in
Asia.




Foreign Location
-Qatar

Qatar is an Arab emirate in the Middle East and is an absolute mo
archy ruled by the AThani family. Qatar got independence in 1971,
before which it was under the rule of the British. It is an official
member of GCC, UN, OPEC, IMF and World Bank. Qatar was a
former peadfishing centre and one of the poorest Gulf states, now
with the discovery and the exploitation of its oil and gas fields, it is
one of the richest in the Gulf
| argest supplier of LNG and it
gas reserves. Qatar hosts a lot of sport events out of which the Doha

Al FeIeIR ;-

A~ THE GULF
Asian Games was hosted in 2006. It was a great sport event with aI- ol Ruwais,
most all the countries from Asian participated. A wAnran AF T e et
r E l/" l : "'w:!mr Laffan
o G"‘rf'."’_.f : 'w Al i+
'-i\.l_ .‘MHHMTH 0 I.r."i S Jumailiyah .'a"l Khor
y i ‘Sumaismah
.Dul:han
. QATAR [DOHA
SAUDI | % | gUmm Bab ‘f
ARABIA :. 2 2 "!M Wakrah
. u‘; { E; Umm Said.}
\ %

./.

Khor
al-Caeigh /™,

The official currency is called the Qatari Riyal. The most popular language spoken is Arabic. Most of the
country consists of a low, barren, covered wiind land forming a deseftere are mild winters and very

hot, humid summers. A variety of stidal flora and fauna species can be found in the country. Oryx is the
national animal of Qatar as is the most popular part of the wildlife. Mollusca are the most common spotting
of wildlife in Qatar along the east and west coat of the Gulf. Sand dunes, tidal sand flats and lagoons are
resting spots for flamingoes and wading birds.

There are various historic forts and museums and unique features would include the Corniche and dunes.
Recently Qatar built an artificial island called The Pearl which represents a string of pearls. The name "The
Pearl" was chosen because the island will be built on one of Qatar's previous major pearl diving sites.
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Critics' Reviews

VISA has been an exceptionsérvice involved in programming ser-
vices for new international students. The diverse events organized by a
° multicultural and diverse staff truly represent the essence of this service.
s VISA has been successful in making new international students adjust to
the University environment by organizingevents, outings, outreach
programs, regular meetings, etc. New international students must ac-
tively take part and get involved. The International Students Society
supports the initiatives taken by VISA and wishes them all the success.

It has been my pleasure to have worked with some of the most active stu-

dent leaders on our campus in the form of Volunteer International Studgnts
Assistance. From my first year on campus, | have always felt welcom@ to
attend your events and have always had a great time. From a training

sion on Microsoft Office software, to decorating the International Stud ““' BRI ND 5 O R
J DENTS ALLIANCE

Centre for the winter holiday season and painting flags in its basemen

the "Visions For Darfur" event, | have not only had fun but I've typically

managed to learn something, too. Although V.I.S.A. is afooded

student group, | have always been on the opinion that they are the most active student group on campus.

Some of the best and brightest students come up through the ranks of V.I.S.A. and | only hope that the next
10 years are as successful as the last.
-- Robert Woodrich, UWSA

Multicultural Festival

Multicultural festival, an event that brought all the cultures togethe ,
der one roof was held o' e b 610 at the Uni : [T@dsor .
joyed being a part of it and | think it was a really good experience :
aim of the multicultural festival was to bring up all the people from
ferent cultures together so that they can better know each other. It
with a beautiful Flag Parade from the Cody Hall to the CAW St
Centre followed by a speech by Prof. Neil Gold, Vice President. It
really nice view to see all those colourful flags together and u
Though | was not present there for the whole time but | learnt a lot
other cultures during those few moments. | was there as a V.|.S./
unteer. | proudly represented V.I.S.A., many students seemed in

and also promised to show up for our upcoming events. Apart froﬂé‘l Blnlsn “assan

unteering, | enjoyed demonstration by some university students on Akidoch is a martial art devel-

oped in early 19006s. Two students gave an impres
classical and western music. There were many stalls from other countries. Some stalls had sweets to sell
from their countries. | enjoyed having samosas, which | was craving for ever since | came to Canada. | also
got to know a | ot about our university radio st a
sages and concerns to other students in the university and the people around it. | was really happy that | got

a chance to learn about the distant cultures and more about the university life; and this whole multicultural

PN

experience was really exciting for me and |1 6m | ook
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